
PART III: DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION
GENERIC SCORING RUBRIC

Part B — Essay
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• Answers all aspects of the task by using the documents and may bring in relevant outside information 
related to the documents

• Consistently uses accurate data
• Develops ideas fully, using such supporting evidence as examples, reasons, details, explanations, and 

generalizations that are relevant and appropriate
• Demonstrates a logical plan of organization and coherence in the development of ideas
• Consistently expresses ideas clearly
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• Answers most aspects of the task by using the documents
• Generally uses accurate data
• Develops ideas satisfactorily with adequate supporting evidence
• Develops an answer, using a general plan of organization
• Generally expresses ideas clearly
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• Answers some aspects of the tasks by using some of the documents
• Uses some accurate data
• Demonstrates weakness in development of ideas with little supporting evidence
• Attempts to organize an answer but is weak and goes off the topic
• Attempts to express ideas clearly
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• Does not use information to support ideas or uses information which is not relevant
• Shows limited understanding of the task
• Fails to use documents or only vaguely refers to the documents
• Lacks a plan of organization
• Does not express ideas clearly
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• Uses no accurate data
• Fails to answer question or response is totally unrelated to topic
• Illegible or so many words cannot be read that no sense can be made of the response
• Blank paper

• Is incoherent; i.e., words are legible but syntax is so garbled that no sense can be made of the response



PART III:
DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION

Directions: This part of the test is designed to find out how well you think and write in social studies. You will have
about 1 1/2 hours to work on this part of the test.

Historical Background:  In June 1985, the people living in the town of Rose, New York, were told that the United
States Postal Service planned to close their town’s post office. This meant that the people of Rose would have to get
their mail from another town’s post office, and would have other post office services (such as buying stamps and
sending packages) for only three hours each day with no Saturday service.

The attached documents are from June 1985 through April 1994. They tell and show what the people of
Rose, New York, did in their town after they heard the news.

Task:  Write an essay about the people of Rose and their post office. In your essay, tell how the people of Rose felt
about their post office and give examples of what the people did together as a community, or separately as citizens,
to help save their post office.

Before you write your essay, look at the documents labeled 1 through 8. Then complete the notes.
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PART A — NOTES

Tell how the people of Rose felt about their post office. [Base your answer on the attached documents.]

Give three examples of what the people of Rose did together as a community, or separately as citizens, to help
save their post office. [Base your answer on the attached documents.]
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PART B — ESSAY

Use the ideas you listed in Part A (Notes) to write an essay about the people of Rose, New York, and their
post office.

In your essay remember to:
•  tell how the people of Rose felt about their post office
•  give three examples of what the people did together as a community, or separately as citizens, to help their 

post office.




